The Breadth Of Broadway

Monticello and NYS DOT have discussed use of eminent domain proceedings to acquire title to small pieces of sidewalk along either side of Broadway. DOT has reportedly said the sidewalk parcels must be title-searched and if not owned, be purchased. 

This latest requirement creates yet another delay, even as all the shade trees that lined Broadway have been cut down and utility poles moved.
 It is not entirely clear this delay is actually necessary. Simply because someone from the government says something is true does not necessarily mean it is so. Sometimes it is worth taking time to do your own research and to question what seems to be authority.

In 1801 the Legislature chartered the Newburgh and Cochecton Turnpike Co. to survey and cut a road through the wilderness of Orange and Ulster counties, connecting the Delaware and Hudson rivers for ground transport. The President and directors of the corporation were directed by the Legislature to “cause a road to be laid out not less than 4 rods and not exceeding 6 rods”
A surveyor’s rod is about 16½ English feet. Three rods = 49½ feet
 – six rods = 99 feet.

The turnpike survey through the Town of Thompson was personally done by Samuel F. Jones and his brother John P. Jones in 1804 when they laid the plans for the community that they envisioned as what would become the seat of Sullivan County. The geometry used in their surveys involved straight lines, not erratic jigsaw-like boundaries. 

The Turnpike cut a wide swath through the dense undeveloped Ulster County forest to accommodate future generations’ traffic. A fact to be determined by archival evidence is whether the section of the old Turnpike now known as Broadway is, in fact, a 6-rod, a 4-rod or a 3-rod road. In any case, the boundary lines of the roadbed and sidewalks, as property of the State, as established by litigation involving road widening projects to other portions of the Newburgh-Cochecton Turnpike during the 1960s.
As to “actual use”, I attempted a very rough measure of Broadway’s width by paces. My estimate of the combined width of the sidewalks and roadway, informally taken at the corner of Broadway and Pleasant Street on July 4, 2008, was about 88 feet,
 suggesting a six-rod (99 feet) width of the Turnpike (Broadway) right-of-way in Monticello’s central business district – which would make sense in the village that was planned from the outset to become the largest and busiest municipality in the county. But regardless, the road’s survey lines are still lines – not a jigsaw puzzle.

I do not believe the Board of Trustees can properly answer this question without archival and legal research. I respectfully urge exploring whether taking this different perspective might help expedite State’s long-awaited work on Broadway. The Board of Trustees should whatever is in its power to cut short the many delays and get on with it. If the Board has already explored the question of the old Turnpike’s road width and its possible implications for present-day ownership of the sidewalk areas, I would respectfully request a copy of the research report or brief, please. If not, then due diligence requires that the actual history of the road’s width be researched immediately. 
Note: A lengthier summary of this history, accompanied by relevant case law and a photocopy of 1807 minutes of the Newburgh and Cochecton Turnpike are on the web at tomrue.net/?q=bway.

� I recall Broadway renovation being planned as long ago as 1993 when James Malloy was Manager.


� 3 rod [survey] = 49.500 099 feet [international, U.S.]


� 6 rod [survey] = 99.000 198 feet [international, U.S.]


� 88 feet [international, U.S.] = 5.333 322 666 7 rod [survey]





